PREFACE

mild" is a snivelling modern invention, with no warrant in the
gospels. St Matthew would as soon have thought of applying
such adjectives to Judas Maccabeus as to Jesus; and even St Luke,
who makes Jesus polite and gracious, does not make him meek.
The picture of him as an English curate of the farcical comedy
type, too meek to fight a policeman, and everybody's butt, may
be useful in the nursery to soften children; but that such a figure
could ever have become a centre of the world's attention is too
absurd for discussion: grown men and women may speak kindly
of a harmless creature who utters amiable sentiments and is a
helpless nincompoop when he is called on to defend them; but
they will not follow him, nor do what he tells them, because they
do not wish to share his defeat and disgrace.

WAS JESUS A MARTYR?

It is important therefore that we should clear our minds of the
notion that Jesus died, as some of us are in the habit of declaring,
for his social and political opinions. There have been many
martyrs to those opinions; but he was not one of them, nor, as
his words shew, did he see any more sense in martyrdom than
Galileo did. He was executed by the Jews for the blasphemy of
claiming to be a God; and Pilate, to whom this was a mere piece
of superstitious nonsense, let them execute him as the cheapest
way of keeping them quiet, on the formal plea that he had com-
mitted treason against Rome by saying that he was the King of
the Jews. He was not falsely accused, nor denied full opportun-
ities of defending himself. The proceedings were quite straight-
forward and regular; and Pilate, to whom the appeal lay, favored
him and despised his judges, and was evidently willing enough
to be conciliated. But instead of denying the charge, Jesus re-
peated the offence. He knew what he was doing: he had alien-
,ated numbers of his own disciples and been stoned in the streets
for doing it before. He was not lying: he believed literally what
he said. The horror of the High Priest was perfectly natural: he
was a Primate confronted with a heterodox street preacher utter-
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